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SUBJECT: MOROCCANIZATION OE AGRICULTURAL LANDS 
REE: TANGIER 0454 AND STATE 159809 

1. DCM CALLED ON GHALI BENHIMA, DIRECTOR EUROPEAN AND 
AMERICAN AFEAIRS AT FOREIGN MINISTRY AETERNOON AUGUST 14 
AND PRESENTED HIM WITH THREE DIPLOMATIC NOTES ASKING FOR 
CLARIFICATION GOM INTENTIONS TOWARDS THREE CATEGORIES OF 
AMERICAN-OWNED LAND WHICH APPARENTLY SUBJECT TO SEIZURE 
UNDER MOROCCANIZATION DECREES. THREE CATEGORIES ARE: 

(1) FOUR PARCELS AT VOA RELAY STATION (TANGIER'S 0454); 

(2) RCA PROPERTY (DEPT'S 159809); AND (3) VARIOUS SMALT. 

PROPERTIES BELONGING AMERICAN MISSIONARY GROUPS. TEXTS 
OF NOTES BEING POUCHED TO AF/N FOR MONTVILLE. 

2. BENHIMA SAID HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY SEND NOTES ON THESE 
CASES TO SPECIAL INTERIOR-AGRICULTURE COMMISSION WHICH WAS 
STUDYING ANOMALIES CROPPING UP UNDER MOROCCANIZATION 
PROCEDURES ON CASE BY CASE BASIS. HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
NO FINAL DECISIONS TAKEN WITH REGARD TO SUCH PROPERTIES. 

DCM POINTED OUT THAT BOTH MISSIONARIES AND RCA HAD RECEIVED 
WHAT AMOUNTED TO THIRTY-DAY EVICTION NOTICES. BENHIMA 
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"VOCATION AGRICOLE" AS PROVIDED EOR IN DECREES AND DID NOT 
THINK THERE WOULD BE PROBLEM. 

3. MINISTER OE INTERIOR ECHIGUER HAD TOLD ME AT LUNCH ON I4TH 
THAT THERE WAS COMMISSION OF SORT DESCRIBED BY BENHIMA AND 
SAID THAT WE SHOULD HAVE CASES IN QUESTION PUT BEEORE IT AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. SAID COMMISSION PREPARED BY VERY 
"FLEXIBLE." DCM ASKED BENHIMA WHETHER EOREIGN MINISTRY 
WISHED TAKE THIS RESPONSIBILITY OR WHETHER WE SHOLD 
GO DIRECTLY TO COMMISSION. BENHIMA SAID HE WOULD HANDLE IT 
AND ASSURED DCM THAT MATTER WOULD BE WITH COMMISSION BY 
EOLLOWING DAY. AT MY SUBSEQUENT REQUEST, BENHIMA ALSO 
AGREED TO SEND COPIES OE HIS NOTES ON THE CASES TO GOVERNORS 
OE TANGIER AND MEKNES, IN WHOSE PROVINCES THE LANDS ARE 
LOCATED. BENHIMA TOLD ME HE BELIEVED EMBASSY ENTIRELY 
CORRECT IN MAINTAINING SUBJECT PROPERTIES NOT APPROPRIATED 
EOR SEIZURE 

AS AGRICULTURAL LANDS; SAID A GOOD DEAL OF 
CONFUSION ATTENDING THIS OPERATION AND "MISTAKES" WOULD BE 
CORRECTED. HE ASSURED ME THERE WOULD BE NO HASTY ACTION 
TO TAKE OVER PROPERTIES IN QUESTION. 

ROCKWELL 
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